Somerset County Freeholders, Somerset Prosecutor and One
Hunterdon County Freeholder Misleading the Public about Twp.
Police Mergers

(Somerset County Sheriffs Office) is the most efficient and cost effective--it is also easier to
negotiate police contracts for townships who want to merge into the Sheriff's Office. There is no need for
former Somerset County Freeholder Jack Ciattrelli, who is the Assemblyman for the 16th district and an

intelligent man, and Hunterdon County Freeholder Rob Walton to promote legislation in New Jersey to
authorize or make it easier for municipal police Twp. Departments to merge. This is not the case with the
Sheriff's Office, who are already authorized by the state. The municipal police departments are able to
legally_merge or supplement their departments through the Sheriffs Office. [See Say "NO" to Somerset
Merging 19 Twp. Police Departments or any other County in NJ unless it is thru the Sheriff's
Office-PDF & Clarification and Fact Sheet on County Police for Elected Officials in NJ & PA
{03/11/13)--PDF & Police Mergers thru the Sheriff's Office (Print both Flyers above on Both Sides)--
PDE. ]

The proposal for the 21 Twp. Police Departments in Somerset County to merge and then create a county
police force is stupid. Somerset County is duplicating_services (the Sheriffs Office is an existing county
police force where each Twp. can legally merge their police department on a contractual basis into the
Sheriffs Office and the other townships who do not merge with the Sheriff's Office do not have to pay for
the other townships who do so because it is a contract between the Sheriff, Freeholders and the
individual township) and the so-called savings for the 21 Twp. Police merger is a joke because it
requires massive layoffs and a county police force is always more costly in the long run-—the Sheriff's
salary is set by New Jersey Statute and as a result holds the costs down in addition to many other
factors. The Somerset Prosecutor should be ashamed of himself because it is about him having contral of
the force not about protecting the citizens and cost savings to the taxpayers--this was admitted by
Assemblyman Jack Ciattrelli to a county committee person in Hunterdon County at a political function;
that is, that they have a problem with the Sheriff in control and not the prosecutor. (The county committee
person told Jack this is stupid, disgraceful and it should be done through the Sheriffs Office ) The
Courier News even admitted that the savings over 10 years keeps getting adjusted down from previous
estimates. This is also contrary to what other States are doing—-merging Twp. Police Departments into
Sheriffs Office. The misleading report can be accessed at (Somerset County Prosecutor's Office Task
Force on Regionalized Policing).

The real issue was that the Freeholders do not want to give up control that included the Somerset County,
Prosecutor. The Sheriff and the County Prosecutor are Constitutional Officers. The difference being is that
the Sheriff is elected by the people, thus more accountable to the people whereas the county prosecutor
(a State Constitutional Officer) is appointed by the Govemnor and controlled by the Attorney General--look
at the the former Somerset County Prosecutor (Nicholas Bissell) who was indicted on 30 counts of
criminal activity by a federal grand jury in 1996; since he was appointed, he could only be removed by the
Governor and thus the citizens had a bad prosecutor in Somerset from 1982 through 1996. In
Pennsylvania the Prosecutor or District Attorney is elected. They will end up with a high cost county police
force and a duplication of services (the Sheriffs Office is an already existing county law enforcement
police force). This is stupidity on the highest level.

Contact Sheriff Fred Brown , a straight shooter, about using the Sheriff's Office to reduce police costs to
the local municipalities in Hunterdon County--there are false rumors being circulated by some Raritan
Twp. Committeemen that Fred Brown recommended the current police chief in Raritan Twp. and_is nat in
favor of supplemental police coverage from the Sheriff's Office if the municipalities request it. This is an
outright lie and not Sheriffs Brown's position. Unfortunately, Freeholder Rob Walton was quoted in the
Hunterdon County Democrat (08/04/11) by Terry Wright in an article titled Officials explore shared
services that Sheriff Brown would not be interested in offering shared services for municipal police
departments—this is a lie and Sheriff Brown has made it clear he will offer services if requested by
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