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Spadea not backing down after Trump endorses against
him
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Bill Spadea at the NJ Chamber of Commerce Walk to Washington on February 7, 2025.
(Photo: Kevin Sanders for the New Jersey Globe).

Former radio host Bill Spadea’s campaign for governor was dealt a colossal blow tonight
after President Donald Trump endorsed his rival, former Assemblyman Jack Ciattarelli (R-
Somerville) – but Spadea says he’s not going anywhere.

“Donald Trump’s endorsement comes after a years long effort by Jack to lie about his own
record. My resolve to fight for the people of New Jersey has never been greater,” Spadea
said. “I intend to continue fighting for the America First agenda because that is what’s best
for the state and our nation.”

Spadea, a former 101.5 morning drive host who has tried to pitch himself as Trump’s most
trustworthy New Jersey defender, also noted that Trump’s endorsements don’t have a
perfect track record in New Jersey; last year, Trump’s preferred candidate for U.S. Senate
failed to make it through the primary, an unusual occurrence that Spadea hopes will repeat
itself on June 10.

“Remember, in the last year, not one, but two New Jersey candidates failed to capitalize on
an endorsement from President Trump and lost big,” Spadea said. “Given Jack’s history as a
repeat loser, I believe it will be three losses in a row.” (The two unsuccessful Trump-
endorsed candidates are Christine Serrano Glassner, who lost the Senate primary, and Don
Purdy, who failed to unseat anti-Trump Republican National Committeeman Bill Palatucci last
summer.)

Ciattarelli and Spadea, the top two Republicans running for governor, have both been
angling for months to receive the president’s endorsement for their campaigns – an
endorsement that, in modern Republican primaries, can often make or break candidates.
Both have also spent plenty of time attacking one another as insufficiently pro-Trump,
highlighting various audio clips and quotes featuring past critiques of the president.
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